
THE WIZARD OF OZ VS THE WIZ

This Thursday, NBC will embark on the third installment of its annual live staged musical programming, delivering unto
us The Wiz Live!.

By the start of development on The Wiz in , he and his brothers The Jacksons , had left Motown for Epic
Records after the release of their tenth album Moving Violation , though Jackson had yet to make a solo album
since his fourth album Forever, Michael. If you weren't already looking forward to catching The Wiz Live!
Let's be clear: The Wizard of Oz is super weird in general, no matter which incarnation you're talking about.
I'm not a fan of any incarnation of this character. In the original novel, Dorothy gets silver slippers. She's a
terrific actress and a great dancer, but she's not this character. Petersburg Times noted, "Of course, it only took
one flop like The Wiz to give Hollywood an excuse to retreat to safer i. Dec 04, Is it Elphaba or Evillene?
Dorothy lands in what looks like an abandoned park at night. The wide differences between Oz and Kansas
accentuate the fish-out-of-water story for our heroine. She's not the little six-year-old girl Dorothy in The
Wizard of Oz. I love Lahr's signature snarl. The Wiz reverted back to silver slippers you may have noticed ,
though they are referred to as pumps. Cohen moved Michael and his sister La Toya Jackson into a Manhattan
apartment, allowing him to be on his own for the first time. Because they are the only two I've seen if you
don't count the Muppet's TV version. What I loved about The Wiz, though, is how it not only embraces that
established weirdness, but unapologetically amplifies it. Blige, Common, and Elijah Kelly. The timeless story
of Dorothy, the Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Cowardly Lion's quest for the things they want most has
resonated with audiences for generations. Of course, the Wicked Witch of the West is the main villain of the
story, who Dorothy has to destroy in order for the Wizard of Oz to grant her wishes. Maybe what creeped me
out in The Wiz was that the makeup doesn't seem any better in than it was in â€” or maybe I just got
uncomfortable when it took 80 percent of the movie for me to realize that the Scarecrow was Michael Jackson.
When it came time to make a big-budget movie-musical filmed in technicolor, the decision was made to make
the shoes more colorful by making them ruby red. Dorothy feels like a real person â€” she talks the way I hear
people actually talk. By now, you must be familiar with the Land of Oz created by L. However, profound
themes of appreciating home and gaining self-confidence abound in this narrative, which makes it both
sobering and fun for the entire family. The Wiz and Wicked, however, used Baum's notion that Oz is a real
place and that Dorothy's journey is a real one. Ted Ross and Mabel King were brought in to reprise their
respective roles from the stage musical, while Nipsey Russell was cast as the Tin Man. Jackson was dedicated
to the Scarecrow role, and watched videotapes of gazelles , cheetahs and panthers in order to learn graceful
movements for his part. The Wiz: All four witches remain, but they get new names. Yet, without
blaxploitation there might not have been another generation of black filmmakers, no Denzel Washington or
Angela Bassett , or they might have taken longer to emerge. So naturally, we concluded that I would prepare
for it by watching the old movie version with virgin eyes. I'll never forget that. For starters, the tornado that
gets Dorothy to Oz is a "snow twister" that ends up being in the palm of Lena Horne's hand. Horne's Glinda,
for some reason, always appears in a space-scape that looks like an old screensaver. An outer burrough of
NYC vs. Dorothy is naturally frightened; Oz is her nightmare - she has gone beyond th street. The rest of the
movie, however, is pretty bonkers. As in the movie, each of Dorothy's friends have songs to sing when
Dorothy comes upon them on her journey to the Emerald City. Gordy and Cohen agreed to the deal. This, my
friends, is not the same old ruby slipper skip down the yellow brick road. Those characters are eccentric
enough without without additional flourishes like humans in bird costumes and the Tin Man's weirdo chorus.
Just a few seconds after that song ends, Dorothy is caught up in the tornado; the "Over the Rainbow" moment
is skipped completely.


