
AN ANALYSIS OF THE TOPIC OF THE ROCKING HORSE WINNER

â€˜The Rocking-Horse Winnerâ€™ is a short story by D. H. Lawrence, which was first published in You can read â€˜The
Rocking-Horse Winnerâ€™ here. He does this several times, winning ever greater sums of money for his mother, egged
on by his Uncle Oscar in whom he confides about the.

Paul says that if he rides his rocking-horse hard enough he becomes lucky. Unlike Lawrence, Paul is already
well-to-do. When Uncle Oscar hears of Paul's prediction, he bets on the horse and makes a large sum of
money. He has been placing bets using his pocket money and has won and saved three hundred and twenty
pounds. Tortured by a house that whispers to him, Paul tries to gain his mothers missing affection by
presenting that he posses luck which gives him money. Paul dies that night. Active Themes Everyone in the
family feels that the house is haunted. Lawrence Written in , D. And even as he lay dead, his mother heard her
brother's voice saying to her, "My God, Hester, you're eighty-odd thousand to the good, and a poor devil of a
son to the bad. Share this:. Lawrence similar and different. Even more sudden they come out of nowhere with
enough malice to cause the death of thousands of people a day. In both of these short stories there is an
untimely death of one of the characters. Two nights before the Derby, Paul's mother is inexplicably overcome
by one of these bouts of anxiety for her son and returns home from a party to check on him. He suggests that
Paul is too old to be riding a rocking-horse, but Paul refuses to respond. Paul has a supernatural power which
he can commute with his rocking horse to find out the winning races. Though outwardly successful, she is
haunted by a sense of failure; her husband is a ne'er-do-well and her work as a commercial artist does not earn
as much as she would like. He collapses, and she rushes over to take him into her arms. The mother should be
able to provide for the son and in return the son should look to the mother for comfort and stability. But if you
're lucky, you will always get more money. We might add that, tellingly, Paul has moved the rocking-horse
from the nursery into his bedroom, suggesting a desire to upgrade from childhood into adolescence, which
would include a desire for sexual knowledge and exploration. However, upon further inspection, Paul is
actually a rather complex character. Whereas earlier she does not say anything about Paul's gambling, towards
the end of the story she explicitly warns him against it and then even rushes back from a party because of her
sense that he is in danger. Through author's use of characterization, symbolism, and language in The Rocking
Horse Winner, Lawrence successfully portrays a greedy and cold hearted mother, Hester, who attempts to
fulfill the dissatisfaction in her life using wealth and material comfort. This surge of raw love within her is
paralleled by Paul's surge of luck for what will become his biggest win; the two movements dovetail in a
practically orgasmic moment when Paul yells the name of the winning horse - and significantly, stares his
blazing blue eyes at his mother - and his mother catches him with "all her tormented motherhood flooding
upon her. But although they appear to be wealthy, they are always running out of money. This story is about a
little boy named Paul who is trying to gain love and affection from his greedy mother. Then Paul collapses on
the ground and his mother rushes toward him. He does this several times, winning ever greater sums of money
for his mother, egged on by his Uncle Oscar in whom he confides about the rocking-horse trick. In one of his
last moments of consciousness, Paul asks Bassett about how they did at the Derby. Themes[ edit ] D. He
wanted luck, he wanted it, he wanted it. When there is wealth, there is superiority and when one is more
superior, one has more power. Signed the lawyer papers in order for Paul's mother to receive "one thousand
pounds at a time, on the mother's birthday, for the next five years". The overpowering need for money takes a
toll on families. A Summary and Analysis of D. He is not growing up in a healthy way. Some critics such as
Ben Stoltzfus in his book Lacan and Literature: Purloined Pretexts have noted that Paul, a preadolescent boy,
spends a lot of time shut away in his room riding the horse, and that he rides it so frenziedly that he ends up
going into a trance. Does Lawrence introduce this name into his story to blend a degree of realism into his
fantastical story? The luck the horses names would bring him consisted of money, he had to have to please his
mother. Is the one who gets Paul into horse racing, and later becomes "betting partners". However, in the end
Paul tries too hard The Lottery vs. As the Derby approaches, Paul is determined to learn the winner. Paul
wants to please his mother because his mother feels that there family has no luck, but Paul proclaims that he is
lucky.


