
BENEFITS OF EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY

Thankfully, there are eyewitnesses who can provide their accounts of the crimes committed. This is where eyewitness
testimony becomes a.

As a result they were less likely to identify the customer in an identity parade those who had seen the
checkbook version However, a study by Yuille and Cutshall contradicts the importance of weapon focus in
influencing eyewitness memory. Journal of Applied Psychology, 71,  When the police have a suspect, they
often show the witness a photo array and produce the actual lineup only if an identification is made. Hairs
found in the killer's hat were similar to Landano's; his name was in the address book of another accomplice to
the murder; and he had no airtight alibi. This helps the jury and the lawyers better understand everything about
the case as the eyewitness testimony explains how the crime was committed, who was involved and where it
happened. The woman began to shake and cry. They had been out all day and were exhausted, hungry, and
ready to go home. By this, Bartlett meant that we try to fit what we remember with what we really know and
understand about the world. Just hours later, a sketch artist worked with Thompson to create an image of the
assailant's face. Consequently, it will help the judge come up with the best decision in the end. Walking along
a dirt trail in the middle of the woods, with the night falling fast, they were talking about bears and thinking
about bears. How many people in Rattner's study were convicted on the basis of mistaken eyewitness
identification? With hypnosis, or other special techniques, these inaccessible details could eventually be
recovered. We interpret the past, correcting ourselves, adding bits and pieces, deleting uncomplimentary or
disturbing recollections, sweeping, dusting, tidying things up. In a lineup conducted in Minnesota, a black
suspect stood next to five white men; in another case, a six-foot-three-inch suspect was placed in a lineup with
non suspects who were all under five feet then inches tall; in a case where the offender was known to be in his
teens, an eighteen-year-old suspect was placed in a lineup with five non suspects, all over the age of forty. As
witnessing a real crime is probably more stressful than taking part in an experiment, memory accuracy may
well be even more affected in real life. When the eyewitnesses made a decision, they also noted how confident
they felt about their choice on a three-point scaleâ€”high, medium, or low. Keep in mind that most witnesses
are obliging--they want to help, and in the case of a violent crime or assault, they have an added incentive to
help the police capture a violent criminal. When words were injected into certain questions, the subjects also
incorrectly provided accounts of what they saw. But factoring in the confidence of the eyewitness painted a
different picture. Most importantly, it can provide support of the criminal case filed in court, i. The relation of
strength of stimulus to rapidity of habit-formation. The case against the ex-con and ex-junkie was
overwhelmingly persuasive. When the case was tried before a jury, the jurors had difficulty understanding the
perceptual problems inherent in the event; they simply couldn't imagine how someone would look at a yellow
tent and see a growling bear. She had made up the whole story, faking the scratches. When I testify in a
criminal trial, my testimony does not guarantee that innocent people will go free--but it undoubtedly increases
their chances. The influence of arousal on reliability of testimony. With information being retrieved in much
the same form as it was encoded. To be mistaken about details is not the result of a bad memory but of the
normal functioning of human memory. Yuille, J. Eyewitness testimony can shed light into the sequence of the
events that took place while the crime was committed. Any eyewitness testimony can be studied using one or
all of three methods: laboratory simulations, naturalistic environments and archival data. A pointing finger of
blame has a powerful hold on even the most informed and intelligent of juries. When asked to recall details of
the picture opposite, participants tended to report that it was the black man who was holding the razor. When
lawyers asked me if I would testify in cases where eyewitness identification played a major role, I was willing
to speak out in hopes that the relevant psychological research might help to make our criminal justice system
work more fairly. But for a person to swear he or she is telling the truth does not really make his or her sworn
statement the truth, does it?


