
LANGUAGE ACQUISITON

Language acquisition is the process by which humans acquire the capacity to perceive and comprehend language as
well as to produce and use words and.

In this way, even when some of the normal supports are removed, children can still learn language. This
process is on-going until the age of approximately 10 years. Syntax, morphology, and generative grammar[
edit ] As syntax began to be studied more closely in the early 20th century, in relation to language learning, it
became apparent to linguists, psychologists, and philosophers that knowing a language was not merely a
matter of associating words with concepts, but that a critical aspect of language involves knowledge of how to
put words togetherâ€”sentences are usually needed in order to communicate successfully, not just isolated
words. Children tend to use words more broadly than adults and over-extensions and under-extensions are
found to be produced. Huttenlocher, Janellen; Haight, W. Whereas other species do communicate with an
innate ability to produce a limited number of meaningful vocalizations e. Lila Gleitman and Mark Liberman.
Each language has a different set of these segments or phonemes, and children quickly come to recognize and
then produce the speech segments that are characteristic of their native language. Children who are never
spoken to will not acquire language. When looking more generally at the full shape of the systems of lexicon,
phonology, pragmatics, and discourse, much greater individual variation in terms of overall language
proficiency appears. However, such people are good speakers of their native language and just show a slight
tendency to overgeneralise they might say speaked for spoke. In Mehler et al. In the ensuing years much is
written, and the writing is normally never erased. Phases in Language Development William James described
the world of the newborn as a "blooming, buzzing confusion. For instance, a child may broaden the use of
mummy and dada in order to indicate anything that belongs to its mother or father, or perhaps every person
who resembles its own parents, or say rain while meaning I don't want to go out. A third group is formed by
patients who have had a tumor cancerous growth in the brain which impairs their speech pressing on either of
the speech areas fairly rare as a medical phenomenon though. For further information Pecchi, Jean Stillwell.
Here one can see that if the linguistic medium of their environment is deficient children create the structures
which they feel are lacking, going on their own abstract innate knowledge of language. The special gift
position holds that, if the special gift for language is not exercised by some early age, perhaps six or seven, it
will be lost forever. These form a progression from the babbling stage to that of the multi-word sentence. After
such an age, the child is able to perceive only the phonemes specific to the language learned.


