
A RESEARCH ON THE NEGATIVE STIGMA OF LONELINESS AND THE

EFFECTS OF AGE ON THE DEGREE OF THE STIGMA

But fearing the social stigma associated with loneliness can make it But researchers were surprised to find that the
population as a is a stigma in society, they will pick those more negative characteristics,â€• she said. Qualter suggests
that the age of participants may have had an effect on the findings.

In the UK, over communities are now registered as dementia-friendly, using an overarching framework to
monitor their progress. Similarly, there is a dearth of research examining the combined effects of age and other
basic categories e. Fruitful avenues for future exploration are likely to arise from the fact that the young will
eventually become old. For example, some older adults who suffer from urinary incontinence restrict their
daily activities in order to remain near a bathroom Mitteness,  They may conceal their own health status from
colleagues and be reluctant to access and engage in care [ 4 , 29 , 30 , 31 ]. The final theme that emerges from
this research is that of coping strategies. Hummert and colleagues found that older adults' subcategories were
just as likely to include negative as well as positive stereotypes. Journal of Gerontology. Specifically, they
found that and year-old men were rated as more competent than women of those ages, but there were no
differences in the competence judgments of year-old men and women. For many of us, that simple act would
be, if not impossible, at least not enjoyable. Although only a few studies have considered the effect of target
sex or gender in perceptions of older individuals, beliefs about older women and men appear to differ at least
on some dimensions Canetto, Kaminski, and Felicio, ; Kite, Deaux, and Miele, ; Kogan and Mills, ; but see
also O'Connell and Rotter,  CrossRef Google Scholar. This type of research reveals the complexity of the
relative positivity and negativity of various older adult subtypes, and the issue of ageism more generally.
Clearly this research has important practical implications for caregivers, family members, and researchers. The
situation can be accentuated for people with dementia, an age-related condition, because of the frequent loss of
friendships due to the stigma associated with the disease. British Journal of Social Work, 34 3 , â€” In these
studies young adult participants read a brief description of a car accident involving a motorist of either one of
two ages 22 or 84; Carver and de la Garza, or one of five ages 22, 54, 64, 74, or 84; Franklyn-Stokes et al. In
addition, early intervention can delay cognitive decline, maintain functional abilities and delay admission to
institutional care Waldemar et al. Low cognitive competence coupled with relatively high warmth results in
pity, and, accordingly, grandmothers and those perceived as grandmotherly tend to be disrespected and denied
opportunities in many domains. A diagnosis of dementia is often a key criterion for accessing the services that
statutory health services offer, which makes the generally low rates of diagnosis a major challenge for many
people living with dementia. As a result, people with dementia are likely to experience the stigma that is
specifically associated with the disease as well as the broader stigma of ageism. Aging, volume 19 Abstract
This chapter explores the relationship between ageism and dementia. Google Scholar Bail, K. Cultural factors
can be important. Miller and Meyers suggest that the strategies individuals use to cope with a devalued social
identity can be categorized into two groups: 1 primary compensatory strategies and 2 secondary compensatory
strategies. Patronizing behaviors can reveal ageism insofar as they communicate to older adults that they are
no longer the equals of middle-aged adults and therefore their opinions, capabilities, and choices are unworthy
of serious consideration Caporael and Culbertson, ; Kemper, ; Ryan, Hamilton, and Kwong See,  Similarly,
there is some initial research suggesting that more subtle or implicit exposure to negative age stereotypes may
also undermine performance on some memory tests, compared to implicit exposure to either positive
stereotypes Levy, or stereotype-irrelevant words Stein et al. Despite attempts by governments and not for
profit organisations to tackle dementia-related stigma, there remains a strong need to raise awareness of the
realities of living with dementia and to reduce the impact of discrimination.


