
LOLITA ESSAY QUESTIONS

Suggested Essay Topics. In his narrative, Humbert often uses aliases to protect people's identities. What does his
choice of the personal pseudonym â€œHumbert.

Why does Humbert respond so differently to these betrayals? How does such an interpretation alter your
experience of Lolita? From the start, Humbert sees Lolita merely as an incarnation of Annabel, even making
love to her on different beaches as he tries to symbolically consummate his earlier passion. From the editors at
Barnes and Noble. In what ways is Lolita at once a meditation on, and a re-creation of, the artistic process? Is
it harder to take evil seriously when it goes under an outlandish name? How does Humbert draw attention to
the act of writing? It is by turns colloquial and archaic, erudite and stilted, florid and sardonic. As many
researchers observed that "bilinguals tend to switch intra-sententially at certain morpho syntactic boundaries
and not at others" Poplack  If we accept Humbert at his word, Lolita initiates their first sexual encounter,
seducing him after he has balked at violating her in her sleep. Web 16 May  Does he ever succeed in escaping
it? The shocks that Lolita delivers are not solely moral ones. Upon accepting a position at a new college,
Humbert rents a room in town and falls madly, passionately, horrifyingly in love with his landlady's year-old
daughter, Dolores Haze, the Lolita of the novel's title. What is the true nature of the crimes committed against
Lolita? In what way does this novel itself resemble a vast and intricate game, a game played with words? Does
what begins as a game for Lolita become a brutal and inescapable reality? Humbert meets Lolita while she
resides at Lawn Street, seduces her in room of The Enchanted Hunters, and in one year on the road the two of
them check into motels. Is this aesthetic appeal merely the mask with which Humbert conceals or justifies his
perversion, or is the immortality of art the thing that Humbert and his creator have been seeking all along?
He's a child molester and, ultimately, a murderer. Aside from Annabel, can you find any other connections
between Lolita and Poe's works? Humbert Humbert kidnaps and seduces if not rapes his fourteen-year-old
stepdaughter, Dolores Haze; estranges his victim from her family and friends and robs her of her childhood;
plots one murder and successfully carries out another. These are just a few of the coincidences that make
Lolita so profoundly unsettling. Why is Lolita singularly impervious to the past, to the extent that she can even
shrug off the abuse inflicted on her by both Humbert and Quilty? Does he ever perceive her as a separate
being? Is Nabokov playing with his readers or against them? In what other ways does Humbert remain a
prisoner of the past? For discussion 1. Humbert Humbert is the one who tells us the story. Discuss the broader
question of culpability as it resonates throughout this book. Should we read this reversal psychologically: that
what began as a game for Lolita has now become a terrible and inescapable reality? There are several
upsetting things about this story, not the least of which is that, it appears, Lolita herself is the seducer, and
Humbert the seducee. Why might Nabokov have chosen to frame his novel in this fashion? The question arises
in which way two separate grammars merge to one grammatically correct sentence and which grammar
governs the switching. The novel is about the ways in which a reader can be manipulated to feel sympathy
forâ€”even to identify withâ€”the most horrifying person imaginable. Bilingualism Language and Cognition 3
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