
ACTS OF MAN AND HUMAN ACT

An act is done when the doer acts by his own initiative and choice without being forced to do so by another person or
situation. It makes the.

Component Parts. Civil law directly concerns the external acts of human beings, presupposing the interior
principles and acts. Since each power is directed to a good suitable to it and since the object of the will is the
universal good, the good of the intellect, to know the true, falls within the scope of the will. Presupposing
what has been said about the internal and external principles of human action, one may distinguish the
component parts or specific acts that make up the complex human act, which is always concerned in some way
with ends and means. This is not the law given through revelation see law, divine positive. Knowledge - an act
must be performed by a conscious agent doer who is aware of what he is doing and of its consequences. One
person loves another, for example, because of the latter's virtuous character, which is a good realized in this
person. A psychological consideration of the human act distinguishes the internal and external principles of
the human act, treats the notion of human freedom, and analyzes the human act into its component parts.
Amoral actions- actions which stand neutral in relation to the norm of morality. As is evident from experience,
the common good is the end or purpose of all law, and without an understanding of what the common good
properly is, the nature and function of law in directing human acts cannot be appreciated. Every civil law ,
insofar as it aims at the common good and is accordingly a just law, carries an obligation to be obeyed. The
classic definition of law is based on the foregoing notion of the common good: law is a certain ordination of
reason for the common good, promulgated by one who has care of the community. It means that at the time
the choice was made, the person could have made the opposite choice even though with difficulty or
repugnance. Good habits of thinking perfect the human intellect either in its speculative dimension with the
intellectual virtues of understanding, science, and wisdom, or in its practical dimension with the virtues of art
and prudence, although the latter virtue is also moral to the extent that it requires right appetite for its good
operation. Yet this obligation rests on more than civil law itself. Any habit permits man to operate better than
he otherwise would, but whether a habit is good or bad is a moral consideration, distinct from the
psychological point showing how any habit develops a power more fully. According to man's mode of
knowing, civil, or human positive, law primarily realizes the common definition of law. The knowledge about
eternal law can be arrived at by reason alone, though usually indirectly. If the end in view is the consideration
of truth itself, the intellect is speculative in its mode of knowing. This freedom arises not in terms of the agent
as acting or not acting which is freedom of exercise and is presupposed but in terms of some object specifying
the act to be done by the agent. Hence sanctifying or habitual grace is a supernatural quality of the soul by
which man participates in the divine nature and is thereby enabled to perform acts meriting supernatural
happiness. Any virtue perfects one of these two powers. Such acts are voluntary in that they still proceed from
the will as a principle, but they are not free, at least in the usual and proper sense of the term. Moreover, each
person participates in the whole common good, not merely in a part of it, nor can any one person possess it
wholly. There are occasions, however, when it makes sense to say that man has no choice and that what he
wills to do he must will to do. The sense appetite is related to sense cognition as the will is related to
intellectual knowing, each appetite tending to a good as apprehended. Prior to an analysis of the human act
into its component parts, however, it is convenient to treat how and in what way the human act is free. Finally,
studies in depth psychology reveal constant neuroticizing factors under which many people live within the
course of their growth and development as human beings. These definitions apply primarily to moral virtue,
the primary meaning of virtue. For this reason, in addition to a habit's producing uniformity in operation and
enabling an act to be done more quickly and effectively, a habit makes human action pleasurable in operation.


