
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTERS IN CRIME AND PUNISHMENT A

NOVEL BY FYODOR DOSTOEVSKY

The Crime and Punishment characters covered include: Rodion Rodion Romanovich Raskolnikov (â€œRodya,â€•
â€œRodkaâ€•) - The protagonist of the novel. A former.

He has a noble nature and a kind heart; he does not like showing his feelings and would rather do a cruel thing
than open his heart freely. Calling out for Sonya to forgive him, Marmeladov dies in his daughter's arms.
Svidrigailov appears to believe, almost until the end of the novel, that he can make Dunya love him. He stops
at Sonya's place on the way and she gives him a crucifix. She is gratified that he is visiting her, but also
frightened of his strange manner. When Luzhin attempts to besmirch Sonya's reputation by framing her for
theft, Lebezyatnikov is the one who comes forward with his testimony that Luzhin had in fact planted the
stolen money on Sonya without her knowing it. He also kills her half-sister, Lizaveta, who happens to stumble
upon the scene of the crime. Back at his room Raskolnikov is horrified when the old artisan suddenly appears
at his door. Louisa Laviza Ivanovna a madam, of German origin hence the two formations of her first name.
He joins Koch on the stairs and senses that something is not right, so he runs to get the caretaker, leaving
Koch in charge. A strangely complex character, Svidrigailov formulates a plan to blackmail Dunya with this
knowledge at the same time as he provides materially for Sonya's orphaned half-siblings and pays for their
mother's funeral. Essays may be lightly modified for readability or to protect the anonymity of contributors,
but we do not edit essay examples prior to publication. Later in a tavern he makes the acquaintance of Semyon
Zakharovich Marmeladov, a drunkard who recently squandered his family's little wealth. Marmeladov tells
him about his teenage daughter, Sonya, who has chosen to become a prostitute in order to support the family.
In a letter to Katkov written in September , Dostoevsky explained to him that the work was to be about a
young man who yields to "certain strange, 'unfinished' ideas, yet floating in the air". Lizaveta Ivanovna The
mild, likable half sister to Alyona who is brutalized by her. He is surprised to find an old artisan, whom he
doesn't know, making inquiries about him. He sternly announces that a ruble banknote disappeared from his
apartment at the precise time that he was being visited by Sonya, whom he had invited in order to make a
small donation. In the end, his marriage to Dunya makes this possible. Feeling renewed, Raskolnikov calls on
Razumikhin, and they go back together to Raskolnikov's building. Svidrigailov represents the cold intellectual
side that emphasizes self-will. Like Sonya, Dunya is ready to sacrifice herself for the sake of her family,
though she denies it, and therefore engages herself to the unworthy Luzhin, whom she follows to Petersburg.
Porfiry, who has just been discussing the case with Zamyotov, adopts an ironic tone during the conversation.
Lebezyatnikov Andrey Semyonovitch Luzhin's roommate who calls himself an "advanced liberal. Epilogue[
edit ] Due to the fullness of his confession at a time when another man had already confessed Raskolnikov is
sentenced to only eight years of penal servitude. Raskolnikov immediately senses that Porfiry knows that he is
the murderer. Even after Raskolnikov has confessed, she is unwilling to admit to herself that her son is a
murderer. Through this discussion, Raskolnikov learns much about the Marmeladov family, including the
horrible fact that Marmeladov's daughter Sonya has had to prostitute herself in order to support the family in
the face of her father's incompetence.


