
THE ELITE AND PLURALIST APPROACH TO

This essay seeks to explain the Elitist and Pluralist approaches to governance and advance both positive and negative
sides for each approach.

The state is a neutral entity that solves conflict between groups; no particular group controls the state
Lindblom  Charles Lindblom[ edit ] Charles E. These policies often concern tripartite relations between
workers, employers and the state, with a coordinating role for the latter. Three of the major tenets of the
pluralist school are 1 resources and hence potential power are widely scattered throughout society; 2 at least
some resources are available to nearly everyone; and 3 at any time the amount of potential power exceeds the
amount of actual power. Emerson, Richard M. The success of such monopolistic approach is possible in case
the state is headed by the leader who has sufficient resources and who is able to allocate them within society in
a reasonable way. Image Source: fm. Giving more money to public education does not benefit the wealthy as
much as it does the poor, because the wealthy are more likely than the poor to send their children to private
schools or to at least have the option of doing so. The former is reconciled through minimal adjustments of
policies whereas the latter is extremely difficult if not impossible to reconcile, because the elite will not
abdicate its power and privileges Fischer, ; Mills, ; Mosca,  Boulder, CO: Paradigm. Learn More Theories and
the pluralist approach. It is as such seen as an antithesis to the elitist approach to politics which argues that
society has a power balance as any shift of power causes internal tensions and instability with demands and
pressures from marginalised interest groups. They hold that each society stand divided on gender basis into the
dominant group of all men and the dependent and dominated group of all women. As a result, the structural
possibilities for collusion between the major spheres of society significantly increases. The United States also
has many different levels and branches of government that any citizen or group might approach. This theory
governs political science with its emphasis on diversity of groups and interests within the state; it precludes
any one group from taking control and dominating. As a result, the government can lose the object of power
and, therefore, it cannot be considered to owner of the power itself. Thus, those who want to provide jobs and
inexpensive natural gas are in conflict with those who wish to protect the natural environment and human
health. The opposite can occur as well, especially in the case of a legislator soon facing re-election. New York:
McGraw-Hill. Distinction between political and economic power is evident; between civil society and the
state. Lindblom, Charles E. Many Americans believe that the U. Power is only power if it is exercised hence
potential power does not imply actual power. Because of the Fourteenth Amendment, state governments must
protect this right also. As a rule, the pluralist approach is aimed at meeting the requirements of the democracy
regardless the genuine principles of power allocation and the amount of resources of influence. In this way,
government policy is shaped from the bottom up and not from the top down, as we see in elitist theory.
Organization theory and political theory. In addition to this, the pluralist approach is more effective as far as a
decision-making process is concerned.


