
A BIOGRAPHY OF THOMAS HOWARD THE 4TH DUKE OF NORFOLK

Thomas Howard, 4th duke of Norfolk, (born March 10, , Kenninghall, Norfolk , Englandâ€”died June 2, , London),
English nobleman executed for his.

To the last, Norfolk confirmed his adherence to the Protestant faith, admitting only that he had dealt with
Ridolfi more than he previously admitted. But Maitland of Lethington in a private talk suggested to him, as a
solution of all the difficulties which beset the two kingdoms, that he should marry Mary, who might then with
safety to Elizabeth be restored to the Scottish throne, and recognised as Elizabeth's successor. They
communicated with Mary at Tutbury in June, and received her consent. As Maitland no doubt insinuated to
Norfolk, this could only lead to his long held dream of an Anglo-Scottish dynastic alliance, placing Norfolk at
the head of a new Royal house governing both Scotland and England. His three stepdaughters by his third wife
Elizabeth became the wives of his three sons. He had another reason for wanting Norfolk to see them in
advance. If made public they threatened the rather cosy solution that was being sought. The rivalry between
Norfolk and Leicester was intensified and complicated by their attitudes to the queen's marriage. At first
Norfolk refused the offer of the post of lieutenant-general in the north, and probably expressed the views of
the nobility in holding that the Queen would better secure herself against France by marrying the Archduke
Charles of Austria than by interfering in Scottish affairs. Haynes, Burghley Papers, i. One night, he reported, a
double mummery was played, when 'one set of mummers rifled the Queen's ladies and the other set, with
wooden swords and bucklers, recovered the spoil'. It may be doubted if Foxe impressed much of his theology
on his pupil's mind, but he certainly inspired him with a feeling of respect which he never lost, and he long
regretted his separation from his tutor, when in the accession of Queen Mary released from prison his
grandfather, the Duke of Norfolk , who dismissed Foxe from his office, and placed his grandson under the care
of Bishop White of Lincoln. The trial of Bothwell took place on 12th April,  By the standards of the time, it is
hard to argue that Norfolk was unfairly treated. Norfolk's servants were imprisoned, threatened with torture,
and told much that increased Cecil's suspicions. Neither prison the one way, nor liberty the other, nor all such
accidents, good or bad, shall persuade me to depart from that faith and obedience I have promised to you. A
reconciliation was patched up, and in January the two rivals were chosen by the French king, as the foremost
of the English nobles, to receive the order of knights of St. Though nominally a Protestant his connections
were those of the ancient Catholic nobility; he had been married three times and at thirty-two was once again a
widower. Parliament petitioned for the death of Mary and of Norfolk, and at last, on 2 June , Norfolk was
executed on Tower Hill. Elizabeth refused to take action against Mary Queen of Scots but agreed that Norfolk
would be executed on 2nd June, , on Tower Hill. He lived principally in London, and in December was made a
member of Gray's Inn. In the following years, the Duke was suspected of treason by Queen Elizabeth's closest
ministers, and eventually convicted of treason on what many commentators thought was flimsy evidence.
William Maitland of Lethington favoured the proposed union, and Mary herself consented to it, but Norfolk
was unwilling to take up arms. He and his grandfather were restored to their honours at the accession of Mary
in and he succeeded as duke the following year. He fled to his home at Kenninghall and from there he wrote to
the queen, swearing that he had "declared everything to her" and was not planning to marry Mary.


