
SUMMARY OF THE LOTTERY ESSAY

Summary of The Lottery essays"The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson has two main characters, a housewife named Tessie
Hutchinson, who is the person who wins.

These names are obvious as to what they mean. Jackson has told this story in 25 different ways; this is just the
most extreme, yet horrifyingly realistic, version of the story of the hellish side of human nature. The character
of Tess Hutchinson is also of significance. This psychological phenomenon is characteristic of humans
throughout history. For the second stage of the lottery, each member of the family draws a piece of paper,
from the older father to the youngest child, described as not old enough to understand that he is to take just
one piece of paper. Summers is more jovial and talkative than Mr. Tess Hutchinson is nearly late, but she
arrives just in time to join her family in the crowd. There exists no rational cause or justification for singling
out one person in the village to murder each year, though we do not know why the people do it or if they have
any justifications for doing it. Summers is the most notable figure and an important person of all the people
who manage the lottery. However, the villagers refuse to replace itâ€”another symbol of their harmful
stagnancy. The villagers start to collect stones, Mrs. Tessie Hutchinson believes it is not fair because she was
picked. Before commencing the lottery, several lists had to be made: heads of households, heads of families,
and members of each family. Remember: This is just a sample from a fellow student. As Tess Hutchinson
protests, everyone, even her own children and husband, descend upon her and stone her to death. The story is
quite the opposite of the common thought. The villagers do not know why the lottery continues to exist. When
reading this story, it is unclear the full premise of the lottery until near the end. This story is about a town that
has a lottery once a year to choose who should be sacrificed, so that the town will have a plentiful year for
growing crops. Though there is no actual evidence of ritual making a difference in prosperity Due to World
War II ending around this time, her story took some strong criticism. In this short story, the townspeople's
adherence to the outdated lottery causes the evil of murder. Once a year the villagers gather together in the
central square for the lottery. A Summary of The Lottery, by Shirley Jackson Essay - The orderly plot
structure allows readers to experience the story as if they were witnessing actual events. The lottery is
conducted by Mr. Old Man Warner scoffs at the idea of discarding the lottery, saying that doing so would be a
return to uncivilized times: "Next thing you know, they'll be wanting to go back to living in caves"  It was
modeled after the Vermont community in which Jackson herself spent much of her adult life. Because it does
not evaluate or explain the savage events of the story, the objective, detached point of view used in "The
Lottery" forces readers to ask the question, "why do people often get stuck on outdated traditions in spite of
not only negative, but tragic consequences? In this town, the scapegoat is used to banish the evils of the
society so that the crops will flourish. Summers begins to call the names of each family alphabetically, and
each head of the household, usually the husband and father, comes forward to take a slip of paper from the
black box. By then, her fate has already been sealed.


