
A SUMMARY OF THE NOVEL 1984 BY GEORGE ORWELL

In George Orwell's , Winston Smith wrestles with oppression in Oceania, a place In the novel, the country of Eastasia
apparently consists of China and its .

Although seemingly making progress in accepting the reality of the Party, Winston is still holding onto the last
remaining kernel of himself and his humanity: his love for Julia. It argues that the Party can be overthrown if
"proles" proletarians rise up against it. Winston wishes for privacy, intimacy, freedom and love, but cannot
express any of this in the open for fear of death. Doublethink is basically the power of holding two
contradictory beliefs in one's mind simultaneously, and accepting both of them. See Article History Nineteen
Eighty-four, also published as , novel by English author George Orwell published in as a warning against
totalitarianism. He is no longer beaten, is fed at regular intervals, is allowed to sleep though the lights, of
course, never go out , and begins to regain his health. The introduction to the Penguin Books Modern Classics
edition of Nineteen Eighty-Four reports that Orwell originally set the novel in but that he later shifted the date
to and then to  The third superstate of Eastasia emerged in the Far East after another decade of fighting, with a
ruling ideology translated from Chinese as 'Death-Worship' or 'Obliteration of the Self'. Winston and Julia
read parts of the book, which explains more about how the Party maintains power, the true meanings of its
slogans and the concept of perpetual war. After five days, the enemy suddenly changed: Eurasia becomes an
ally and Eastasia is the declared enemy. Winston spends his evenings wandering through the poorest
neighborhoods in London, where the proletarians, or proles, live squalid lives, relatively free of Party
monitoring. In the end he is confronted by his worst fear, a terror of rats, and betrays Julia by begging his
torturers to do it to her instead. However, due to the fact that Winston barely remembers these events and due
to the Party's manipulation of historical records, the continuity and accuracy of these events are unclear. With
this betrayal, Winston is released. Winston is beyond horrified to see that he has turned into a sickly,
disgusting sack of bones, beaten into a new face. Winston meets an old man in a prole pub and questions him
about life before the Revolution. Ministry of Plenty[ edit ] The Ministry of Plenty rations and controls food,
goods, and domestic production; every fiscal quarter, it publishes false claims of having raised the standard of
living, when it has, in fact, reduced rations, availability, and production. The Party consists of Inner Party
members, who are the ruling elite, and regular Party members, who are citizens of Oceania. Winston Smith
works in the Minitrue RecDep Records Department , "rectifying" historical records to concord with Big
Brother's current pronouncements so that everything the Party says is true. Winston has always noticed
O'Brien at the Ministry of Truth. Outside of the Party are the proles, non-Party members and simple people
who live in poverty and are free from Party regulations. The three social classes are strictly divided, the upper
class is the Inner Party, a ruling elite, its purpose is not only to abolish private property but to keep it in their
hands. Orwell depicts the Party's ideology as an oligarchical worldview that "rejects and vilifies every
principle for which the Socialist movement originally stood, and it does so in the name of Socialism. Party
flags are mentioned, but never described in the actual novel. His torture and destruction at the end of the novel
is tragic because of the sheer lack of necessity; Winston was being manipulated from the very beginning and
never posed any true threat. He notices a coworker, a beautiful dark-haired girl, staring at him, and worries
that she is an informant who will turn him in for his thoughtcrime. At present, when few human beings even
have enough to eat, this problem is obviously not urgent, and it might not have become so, even if no artificial
processes of destruction had been at work. Winston's entire interaction with O'Brien was a ruse. Charrington is
revealed to be an agent of the Thought Police and Winston and Julia are captured and imprisoned in the
Ministry of Love. Major Themes Totalitarianism. Parsons arrives, and it turns out that his daughter turned him
in, claiming to have heard him say "Down with Big Brother" in his sleep. As the government, the Party
controls the population with four ministries: the Ministry of Peace deals with war and defence. Continue
Reading. O'Brien approaches Winston at work under the pretense of discussing the Tenth Edition of the
Newspeak Dictionary Newspeak is the official language of Oceania, and its goal is to reduce and simplify
vocabulary. Those who fall out of favour with the Party become "unpersons", disappearing with all evidence
of their existence removed. Orwell argues in the novel that the lack of access to information and the corruption
of information makes meaningful resistance to the Party impossible. Charrington , shows him a room above



A SUMMARY OF THE NOVEL 1984 BY GEORGE ORWELL

the shop and Winston thinks about what it might be like to rent it out and live among old things, free from the
constant presence of the telescreen. In the final pages of the novel, we find Winston in his regular seat at the
cafe, drinking gin, playing chess, and waiting for a report from the front in Central Africa, where Eurasia
Oceania was always at war with Eurasia has invaded. In Winston's experience, the dissident is beaten and
tortured, and, when near-broken, he is sent to Room to face "the worst thing in the world"â€”until love for Big
Brother and the Party replaces dissension. The Last Man in Europe was an early title for the novel, but in a
letter dated 22 October to his publisher Fredric Warburg , eight months before publication, Orwell wrote about
hesitating between that title and Nineteen Eighty-Four. The Party must approve every marriage, and it is
unacceptable for a man and a woman to express any physical attraction for one another. Ministry of Truth[ edit
] The Ministry of Truth controls information: news, entertainment, education, and the arts.


