
TIPS FOR WRITING A LIT REVIEW

A literature review is an account of what has been published on a topic by accredited scholars and researchers.
Occasionally you will be asked to write one as a.

Then you look up a book written in with information on how sperm whales have been portrayed in other forms
of art, such as in Alaskan poetry, in French painting, or on whale bone, as the whale hunters in the late 19th
century used to do. What other sections you include in the body is up to you. Where might the discussion
proceed? You are at an advantage! What are its key insights and arguments? Focusing on the language of
quotations in the interpretations. The next section of this blog offers 10 top tips on how to ensure you write a
great dissertation literature review. It is not just a descriptive list of the material available, or a set of
summaries Besides enlarging your knowledge about the topic, writing a literature review lets you gain and
demonstrate skills in two areas information seeking: the ability to scan the literature efficiently, using manual
or computerized methods, to identify a set of useful articles and books critical appraisal: the ability to apply
principles of analysis to identify unbiased and valid studies. Note key statistics that you may want to use in the
introduction to your review. Final Notes: A literature review is a piece of discursive prose, not a list describing
or summarizing one piece of literature after another. This step will help you work out the structure of your
literature review and if applicable show how your own research will contribute to existing knowledge. For
example, if you are reviewing literature about inequalities in migrant health outcomes, key themes might
include healthcare policy, language barriers, cultural attitudes, legal status, and economic access. Are the
conclusions validly based upon the data and analysis? Clarify If your assignment is not very specific, seek
clarification from your instructor: Roughly how many sources should you include? How will you further your
research as a result of the review? Based on your reading and notes, you can look for: Trends and patterns in
theory, method or results : do certain approaches become more or less popular over time? Have I cited and
discussed studies contrary to my perspective? The scope of your review will depend on your topic and
discipline: in the sciences you usually only review recent literature, but in the humanities you might take a
long historical perspective for example, to trace how a concept has changed in meaning over time. They
should arise out of your organizational strategy. It must provide a critique of each work, not simply a summary
of the books and articles to which you refer. This step requires you to synthesize and make sense of what you
read, since these patterns and trends may not be spelled out in the literature, but rather become apparent to you
as you review the big picture that has emerged over time. To really polish your review, make sure you have a
fresh pair of eyes or a few to look it over during the writing and revising process. Link to the article Additional
sources on writing literature reviews Further information on the literature review process may be found
below:. Non-integral citations make reference to the author in parenthesis or through end or footnotes. If you
enjoy the process, your readers will thank you too. How long should a literature review be? Have I critically
analysed the literature I use? The Longman Handbook for Writers and Readers. Pick one of these themes to
focus the organization of your review. It is a summary of the current writings in the field you are researching
and into which your dissertation will eventually fit. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the research?
Consider whether your sources are current Some disciplines require that you use information that is as current
as possible. What are you being asked to do in your literature review? As you take notes, record which specific
aspects of the article you are reading are relevant to your topic as you read you will come up with key
descriptors that you can record in your notes that will help you organize your findings when you come to write
up your review. I had written literature reviews for my courses before, but I was never proud of them. It is not
a list like an annotated bibliography in which a summary of each source is listed one by one. How good was
my information seeking? Rosen, Leonard J.


