
WHAT IS THE CHARLES BEARD THESIS

An Economic Interpretation of the Constitution of the United States is a book by American historian Charles A. Beard.
Origins of Jeffersonian Democracy ( ) extended Becker's thesis down to in terms of class conflict.

If we think about this in terms of the political spectrum, the common people would be regarded as more of the
liberals and the elite landowners as the conservatives. Was it because two world wars had changed his
world-view? In any event, whether for war-time propaganda reasons, or for the reasons wrought by intellectual
evolution, Charles Beard near the end of his life had softened his once-adversarial stance. The bee fertilizes
the flower it robs. Those who hold and those who are without property have ever formed distinct interests in
society. In short, he seemed more tolerant of "men of property" Beard ,  Spatial restraint forces me to be brief;
suffice it to say that the view of the Constitution offered by Beard was a much mellower view than the one
offered by him a bit more than thirty years earlier. Beard examined the occupations and property holdings of
the members of the convention from tax and census records, contemporaneous news accounts, and
biographical sources, demonstrating the degree to which each stood to benefit from various Constitutional
provisions. Those who are creditors, and those who are debtors, fall under a like discrimination, A landed
interest, a manufacturing interest, a mercantile interest, a moneyed interest, with many lesser interests, grow
up of necessity in civilized nations and divide them into different classes, actuated by different sentiments and
views. His scholarship dating back to the first half of the 20th century is still debated today. Becker had
argued the American Revolution really consisted of two revolutions: one against Great Britain for
independence and the other a conflict to decide who should rule in the absence of British authority. Its claim
that the Founders were possessive aristocrats out to protect the property of the privileged has, to be sure, been
demolished in the scholarly literature, most notably by Forrest McDonald. Learn More in these related
Britannica articles:. Kathryn Brown, and especially Forrest McDonald. The Constitution was ratified by a vote
of probably not more than one-sixth of the adult males. Beard counterposes the economic interests of the
delegates to abstract theoretical motive. Nevertheless, it made waves. We have to understand the impact of the
American Revolution on class conflict. In this lesson, we will examine Charles Beard's interpretation of the U.
This was particularly true of Jeffersonian democracy. What he overlooks is the decisive role the protection of
property played in republican theory as a bulwark against political abuse. They who have no property can have
no freedom, but are indeed reduced to the most abject slavery. Madison was acutely concerned with the
violation of property rights in the states, even if his concern with paper currency was just as often its use to
manipulate the poor as to defraud the rich. In the left-leaning climate of the s, it had become widely accepted.
Beard subsequently became one of the intellectual leaders of the Progressive movement and of American
liberalism. The mills of God grind slowly, but they grind exceedingly small.


