
SOCIAL CAPITAL

Social capital broadly refers to those factors of effectively functioning social groups that include such things as
interpersonal relationships, a shared sense of .

The latter may be more outward-looking and encompass people across different social divides Putnam  The
social capital they accumulated because of this participation had individual benefits for them, and created
collective benefits through different routes, for example: their agricultural practices were better than those of
the families without participation they had more information about agrochemicals, fertilizers and seeds ; they
had more information about the market; they were prepared to take more risks, because being part of a social
network made them feel more protected; they had an influence on the improvement of public services,
showing a bigger level of participation in schools; they cooperated more in the municipality level. Sampson,
R. Useful study of civil society and the essential role of political processes in the renewal of societies. Social
capital is also distinguished from the economic theory social capitalism. Robert Putnam has used the concept
in a much more positive light: though he was at first careful to argue that social capital was a neutral term,
stating "whether or not [the] shared are praiseworthy is, of course, entirely another matter", [23] his work on
American society tends to frame social capital as a producer of " civic engagement " and also a broad societal
measure of communal health. One of the main advantages of having social capital is that it provides access to
resources on preferential terms. This definition is very close to that of the third sector, which consists of
"private organisations that are formed and sustained by groups of people acting voluntarily and without
seeking personal profit to provide benefits for themselves or for others". Background[ edit ] The term social
capital was in intermittent use from about , before becoming widely used in the late s. Where people are
trusting and trustworthy, and where they are subject to repeated interactions with fellow citizens, everyday
business and social transactions are less costlyâ€¦. Voting, political knowledge, political trust, and grassroots
political activism are all down. Fukuyama, F. One of the best overviews and introductions to social capital. He
argued that social capital was defined by its function. London: Routledge. An abundance of social capital is
seen as being almost a necessary condition for modern liberal democracy. Making Democracy Work. The
basis of the category of social capital is that an individual who donates his or her resources not because he is
seeking direct repayment from the recipient, but because they are part of the same social structure. Value
interjection pertains to a person or community that fulfills obligations such as paying bills on time,
philanthropy, and following the rules of society. To expand upon the methodological potential of measuring
online and offline social bonding, as it relates to social capital, [72] offers a matrix of social capital measures
that distinguishes social bridging as a form of less emotionally tethered relationships compared to bonding.
And finally, shifts in American class structure and elite careers created a broad constituency for professionally
managed organizingâ€¦ The most privileged Americans can now organize and contend largely among
themselves, without regularly engaging the majority of citizens. Coleman in his discussions of the social
context of education moved the idea into academic debates. Social capital scales[ edit ] Many studies measure
social capital by asking the question: "do you trust the others? Their ethical position also demands they attend
to the downsides of networks â€” in particular, the extent to which they are oppressive and narrowing.
Nahapiet and Ghoshal in their examination of the role of social capital in the creation of intellectual capital ,
suggest that social capital should be considered in terms of three clusters: structural, relational, and cognitive.
Social capital includes the network of relationships not only between people, but also groups and entities. The
main focus of these thinkers was the urban working class of the Industrial Revolution. Time pressure,
especially on two-career families, could only be a marginal candidate. These voluntary associations also
connect people with each other, build trust and reciprocity through informal, loosely structured associations,
and consolidate society through altruism without obligation. He believed that changes in both spheres were
problematic.


