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In early , the couple had twins, Judith and Hamnet, completing the family. In the years ahead, Anne and the children.

Nothing so ambitious as this monumental sequence had ever before been attempted in an English play. The
next date of interest is found in the records of the Stratford church, where a daughter, named Susanna, born to
William Shakespeare, was baptized on May 26,  They include the comedies The Taming of the Shrew about
the taming of an ill-tempered, scolding woman and A Midsummer Night's Dream , in which fairies and magic
potions in moonlit woods become entangled with young lovers who escape from a cruel society. His father's
business was thriving at the time of William's birth. Susanna had married a physician, John Hall, in , [86] and
Judith had married Thomas Quiney , a vintner , two months before Shakespeare's death. No original
manuscripts of Shakespeare's plays are known to exist today. There are storiesâ€”given currency long after his
deathâ€”of stealing deer and getting into trouble with a local magnate, Sir Thomas Lucy of Charlecote, near
Stratford; of earning his living as a schoolmaster in the country; of going to London and gaining entry to the
world of theatre by minding the horses of theatregoers. Hathaway was from Shottery, a small village a mile
west of Stratford. Though entitled to a third of his estate, little seems to have gone to his wife, Anne, whom he
bequeathed his "second-best bed. His last surviving descendant was his granddaughter Elizabeth Hall ,
daughter of Susanna and John Hall. Some time before , a funerary monument was erected in his memory on
the north wall, with a half-effigy of him in the act of writing. We do know that Shakespeare's life revolved
around two locations: Stratford and London. However, around John Shakespeare was beset by severe financial
difficulties and he was forced to mortgage his wife's inheritance. The King's Men By the early s, documents
show Shakespeare was a managing partner in the Lord Chamberlain's Men, an acting company in London with
which he was connected for most of his career. New York: Doubleday,  In his later years, he may have spent
more time in Stratford-upon-Avon than scholars previously thought. Each year on his claimed birthday, a new
quill pen is placed in the writing hand of the bust. The boys rose early, waited on their parents at the table,
kept silent in their presence, and capped their hats to elders on the streets. William's father John, a bailiff of
Stratford with a wife of good birth, was eligible for a coat of arms and applied to the College of Heralds , but
evidently his worsening financial status prevented him from obtaining it. Although the theater culture in 16th
century England was not highly admired by people of high rank, some of the nobility were good patrons of the
performing arts and friends of the actors. This has often been interpreted as evidence that he was listed as a
hoarder. In the 20th century, new movements in scholarship and performance have rediscovered and adopted
his works. The heroes are dominated by passions that make their moral having to do with right and wrong
status increasingly ambiguous not clearly one thing or another and their freedom increasingly constricted. His
last major tragedies, Antony and Cleopatra and Coriolanus , contain some of Shakespeare's finest poetry and
were considered his most successful tragedies by the poet and critic T.


