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Corruption often increases the cost of doing business, so many people who do not want to participate in
bribery are pushed out of their corrupt origin country and pulled into a country with well-established property
rights and rule of law. By having comprehensive data sets of worldwide migrant flows, researchers can better
understand and disentangle the various determinants of migration. Empirical evidence suggests that states
undergoing a political transition from authoritarian rule to democracy are at greater risk of instability and
internal conflict. Repressive political regimes often drive people to leave their home country for fear of
persecution, increasing the NPV of migration. They could then quantify the extent to which certain factors
matter. Migration costs Obviously, the direct economic costs of migration include the travel costs associated
with the move. Key Points Socio-political, economic and ecological factors are the main forces driving
migration. Environmental factors such as worsening air quality in the host country can discourage migration.
Increasingly, countries are doing a better job of collecting some of this information, though detailed
demographic information is not always included. Labor migrants are often young, since they will have more
time to realize the expected benefits of migration. Government transfers may thus attract certain types of
migrants that would be eligible for these types of benefits. The availability of social insurance programs
appears to affect whether or not people migrate. This form of migration is known as south-north migration and
has historically been the main form of economic migration. From the health standpoint, newly arrived
migrants are mostly healthy healthy migrant effect , but they may harbour latent infections that need
appropriate screening policies. Workers in poorer countries are looking for higher wages and better
employment opportunities, which can usually be found in richer countries. Other types of taxes will similarly
distort the migration decision. Socio-political Factors Social push factors can include ethnic, religious, racial,
and cultural persecution. Likewise, suppose policymakers had a better understanding of the extent to which
households in a certain country use migration as an insurance mechanism to buffer against fluctuations in
household income: Governments could work with non-governmental organizations to develop affordable
household insurance schemes as a way of reducing the incentive to migrate. Meanwhile, for developed
countries, which are often on the receiving end of migration streams, the positive economic gains from
immigration are largely the result of the infusion of inexpensive and eager laborers into the economy. For
some families especially in relatively poor countries of origin , remittances can represent a significant fraction
of household income, compounding these effects. The poorest people simply do not have the means to escape
war and poverty and remain trapped in their country or in the neighbouring one. At present, most international
migrants are of working-age and live in Europe, Asia and North America Figure 1. Income differentials,
migrant networks, and demographic factors are found to be robust predictors of migrant flows. For these
reasons, 80 per cent of south-south migration occurs between states with contiguous borders where common
cultural identities are likely to be found. The prevalence of a factor over the other is unpredictable. That is,
migrants are often attracted to host countries with large populations of migrants diasporas from the same
country of origin. War has been among the leading causes of large migrant flows historically. Understanding
the key determinants of migration patterns is hence essential when considering the implications of
immigration policy. In addition, geographical and cultural elements may influence the weight of the single
determinant in different continents and in different periods. However, the effects of immigration have also
been the cause for much debate â€” especially in the U. Economic migrants have a greater degree of choice in
determining their destination than humanitarian migrants. Increasingly, governments are making it more
difficult for migrants to receive government transfers at least in the period immediately following migration.
In , south-south migration accounted for 36 per cent of all international migration while south-north
movements accounted for 35 per cent. Pull factors within the destination country are therefore more likely to
influence the decision making process of economic migrants. If there were a comprehensive database of
worldwide migration flows, researchers could perform systematic statistical analyses to sort out which factors
are driving each migrant flow. As such, income levels and differences in income, by affecting the net benefits
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of migration, are typically considered among the most important determinants in the decision to migrate.
Income variability can also affect the migration decision. Migrants in search of a better future usually have a
more pronounced initiative, attitude and boldness than the average person, with some skills and financial
resources needed to plan and fund a long-distance journey as it is the case for international migration.
Ecological Factors: Climate Disruption Exacerbates Other Forces Of the ecological factors that push
individuals to migrate, climate change is, arguably, the most serious. Pull Factors â€” These are reasons for
moving into a place, which is called immigrating, because of an aspiration, dream, or something desirable like
abundance in food supply, a better climate, more freedom, etc. Additionally, since migration occurs over
smaller geographical distances it is potentially less disruptive to migrants and communities. In the Australian
context, most asylum seekers arriving by boat in the last decade have come from Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and
Sri Lanka. Conversely, if income differentials are driving flows, perhaps migrants could be more heavily taxed
via entry or visa fees to reduce flows. Tax and government transfer policies e. Complicated political
circumstances that create uncertainty in the origin country can serve as a push factor, while countries that are
well-functioning democratic societies may attract new migrants, thereby increasing the benefits of migration.


