
HOW TO WRITE AN OUTLINE FOR A SHORT STORY

Writing a short story can often be intimidating, even if you've finished a novel recently or some other grand project.
Despite it's brevity, a short.

Weiland January 2, Many writers who swear they dislike outlines are thinking of them in the wrong ways.
Register today! The outline process, which involves making two crucial decisions before determining a story's
plot, allows a writer to explore the best way for the story to unfold. In Step 2, you solidified the big picture of
your story by identifying the scenes you were already aware of and figuring out how they might fit together.
So, there you have it. Here is an example of how you'd break down a plot point: Plot Point 1: A brief glance at
ordinary life. Then, explain what you are trying to say with them as well. Most short stories do not have an
ending the way a novel would. After a short stint at a hospital as a nurse, your character decides to take their
skills to the mountains as a wilderness medical professional. Showing versus telling readers need you to show
more! Once you have a basic idea of how your character will be invested in the main story, you can start
unearthing the nitty-gritty details of his life with a character interview. Plus, not only is the structure much
different, but it also requires more efficiency with your words, which is why knowing how to write a short
story outline can be a lifesaver for some in the brainstorming phase, and even great for writers approaching
second and third drafts! In order to do this, think about what you want people to walk away from your story
feeling. As you can see, you can continue to break it down as much as you'd like until you feel you have a
solid plan for approaching your short story. Then she grabs a kitchen knife and tries to stab them, but they just
vaporize and coalesce again, moving into the bedroom where the kids are sleeping. What do you love most
about this avenue of writing? Because of this, if you're struggling with short fiction, it becomes difficult to
look to classic structure for guidanceâ€”even if you're writing a more structureless piece. Write why they are
important to the story and what they are trying to express in this story. He runs after her. An outline will offer
you invaluable structure and guidance as you write your first draft, but never be afraid to explore new ideas as
they occur. Write your story's conflict at the top of your outline. Do you have any other tips for learning how
to write a short story? For example: My main character is all about examining workplace habits and
Americans desire to overwork themselves. Then you can focus on the main event that ties everything together
before finalizing how you want the story to end. The child will tend to the plants and make the medicine. What
misfortune will befall the hero as the result of her attempts to achieve her objective? Example He realizes that
all his attempts to make his girlfriend happy actually made her unhappy, and he apologizes. Your next step is
to address each of the highlighted portions, one by one. After you've defined the core concepts that power your
short story and its reason for needing to be written, you can now write the short story outline at a high-level,
ideally connecting the summary to the story's theme and the character's theme. They have a stunning
realization, a clever idea, or finally understand a piece of wisdom. Find a way to express this discovery in
action, and then let your people set about finding or holding onto or defending whatever it is. This may not
seem like much, but if you can take this one-sentence summary and expand on it with one or two more
sentences, you already have a solid start to your outline. How comprehensive you want to be is up to you.
Write a list of everything you already know about your story. Determine the story's conclusion. One way to do
this is to write each major plot point on a separate piece of paper so as to separate each part of the story, but
you can easily do it all on one sheet as well. After a fight with their ex, your character decides to go on a trip
to the neighboring town that hosts veryâ€¦unusual tales. At the beginning, what does the hero want? The only
difference is that short stories tend to focus more on imagery and exposition than they do full character and
plot development. Who is the opponent? Discovery writers have trouble with their endings, while outliners
have difficulty with the middle. This outline is concerned mainly with plot--character development, motifs,
and setting will all come later or emerge as you write your story. Talk to yourself without worrying about
punctuation or spelling. Writers either love outlines, or they hate them. The child has a garden that supplies a
rare medicine.


