
PRACTICE WRITING ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAYS

When you write an argumentative essay, assume that the reader disagrees with PRACTICE 2: Choose one opinion (a or
b) from each of the following pairs of.

At this time, I also show them a model of a piece of writing that meets the requirements of the assignment.
Here they are still doing verbal argument, but the experience should make them more likely to appreciate the
value of evidence when trying to persuade. If you are an experienced English language arts teacher, you
probably already have a system for teaching this skill that you like. When students see how messy the process
can be, it becomes less intimidating for them. You do not need more than 5 paragraphs in total, so aim for 3
supporting ideas. In this Introduction template, we accomplish three goals: Introduce the topic Describe the
opinions presented in the two passages Provide a thesis and list three supporting ideas Remember to restate the
opinions of the two sides in your own words and include brief quotes from each passage in your introduction.
This ultimately looks a little bit like a debate, as students from either side tend to defend their position to those
on the other side. This overview will be most helpful to those who are new to teaching writing, or teachers
who have not gotten good results with the approach you have taken up to now. To learn more about this
approach, read my post on self-paced learning. Yes, I was certified to teach the full spectrum of English
language artsâ€”literature, grammar and usage, speech, drama, and so onâ€”but my absolute favorite, the thing
I loved doing the most, was teaching students how to write. Want this unit ready-made? This proves to the
reader that you are on-topic and that you have appropriately analyzed the essay prompt. It is also beneficial to
list your supporting ideas as an extension to your thesis. As students begin to complete their essays, the
mini-lessons would focus more on matters of style and usage. As you outline your response, remember that
you must: place your thesis sentence in the introductory paragraph use topic sentences with transition words
and phrases to begin each new paragraph end your essay with a succinct conclusion that summarizes your
main points, restates your thesis, and if possible, connects your argument to a larger issue. I would ask
students which author they feel did the best job of influencing the reader, and what suggestions they would
make to improve the writing. I would also ask them to notice things like stories, facts and statistics, and other
things the authors use to develop their ideas. During this time, I would move around the room, helping
students solve problems and offering feedback on whatever part of the piece they are working on. I would
devote at least one more class period to having students consider their topic for the essay, drafting a thesis
statement, and planning the main points of their essay in a graphic organizer. Contact Us Listen to this post as
a podcast: For seven years, I was a writing teacher. That practice will continue for as long as I keep this up.
They begin to understand how to take the thoughts that are stirring around in your head and turn them into
something that makes sense in writing. Using a document camera or overhead projector, I start from scratch,
thinking out loud and scribbling down my thoughts as they come. Step 7: Final Assessment Finally, the
finished essays are handed in for a grade. I would encourage students to share their work with peers and give
feedback at all stages of the writing process. Can't find what you are looking for? Step 2: Informal Argument,
Freestyle Although many students might need more practice in writing an effective argument, many of them
are excellent at arguing in person. What does this look like? Then they take turns explaining why they are
standing in that position.


