
THE TRENDS AND EFFECTS OF DIVORCE

DIVORCE: TRENDS AND CONSEQUENCES Divorce is the voluntary, legal termination of a marriage. To understand
how divorce influences the aging.

Young and old adults face different developmental challenges, and they differ in the types and amount of
resources they possess for dealing with life changes like divorce. To understand how divorce influences the
aging experience, a life-course perspective is particularly informative. We did this for some two-parent
recipient families who were married at study entry. Children and Marital Conflict. After age sixty-five, only
two out of one thousand married men are likely to divorce in a given year, and fewer than two of every one
thousand women age sixty-five and over divorce. Put another way, equalizing income and opportunity do
improve the life outcomes of children growing up in single-parent households, but children raised in
two-parent families still have an advantage. The life-course perspective emphasizes how events such as
divorce differ in their impact depending on the life experiences that preceded them. Moreover, research shows
that even after one controls for a range of family background differences, children who grow up living in an
intact household with both biological parents present seem to do better, on average, on a wide range of social
indicators than do children who grow up in a single-parent household McLanahan and Sandefur,  Between 12
and 18 percent of individuals between forty-five and sixty-four years old reported their marital status as
divorced in depending on sex and age. One study found that women who had experienced divorce early in
their life course demonstrated better adjustment to widowhood after age sixty. Unhealthy marriages
characterized by substantial parental conflict pose a clear risk for child well-being, both because of the direct
negative effects that result when children witness conflict between parents, and because of conflict's indirect
effects on parenting skills. Population Studies. European Perspectives on Union Formation. Yet, many more
middle-aged and older adults divorce in early adulthood and reach later life in that status. To the surprise of
many, not only did these programs exist, but there was a body of evidence, including more than a dozen
randomized trials, indicating that marriage education programs could be effective. Divorce also seems to result
in a more voluntary relationship between adult children and parents. Social Forces ; Lamb ed. Wallerstein, J.
About one-third of the half-million divorces granted that year were to men age forty and over, and 25 percent
involved women in midlife or beyond. Toronto: Umbrella Press. National Center for Health Statistics. The
combination of an alarmingly high proportion of all new births occurring out of wedlock and discouragingly
high divorce rates among families with children ensures that the majority of America's children will spend a
significant amount of their childhood in single-parent households. More rigorous research, especially studies
that randomly assign families to different interventions, is absolutely essential. Among the skills-training
programs, PREP is the most widely used with couples who are about to marry. Oxford, England: Elsevier.
Having a confidant who provides emotional and social support has been linked to reduced depression
following divorce, while receiving material support can have a negative psychological effect. Who will
participate in marital education programs? However, when the Fragile Families data were thrown into the mix
with the trend data and with the data that suggested that family structure was a determinant of poverty, the
reaction was catalytic. Marital Education Can Work But what, if anything, could government actually do to
promote marriage among low-income families? While our collective hand-wringing about the number of
American births that occur out-of-wedlock is justified, what is often missed is that the birthrate among
unmarried women accounts for only part of the story.


