
ORIGINS OF PREJUDICE

We aren't born prejudiced in the womb but learn to treat strangers differently by example.

Bloom argues that this process of categorisation and prediction is necessary for survival and normal
interaction, quoting William Hazlitt, who stated "Without the aid of prejudice and custom, I should not be able
to find my way my across the room; nor know how to conduct myself in any circumstances, nor what to feel in
any relation of life". Psychological explanations As described by author John Duckitt in his book The Social
Psychology of Prejudice, psychologists have concluded that many people have an underlying prejudiced
personality that makes them less sympathetic to others who are differentâ€”for example, the disabled or
people suffering from a disease such as AIDS. For instance after a divorce women receive primary custody of
the children far more often than men. She is a researcher at the Stanford School of Medicine, where she
investigates how stereotypes and prejudice affect the careers of women and minority scientists. But when an
insider face was paired with a spider, the monkeys looked longer at the photographs. Prejudice is such a basic
part of a person's complex thought process that any one of many causes may be a factor, such as a person's
appearance, unfamiliar social customs of others, or even the type of motor vehicle a person drives. ITT posits
that outgroup prejudice and discrimination is caused when individuals perceive an outgroup to be threatening
in some way. Slaves control themselves. Frequently they are distinguished by specific inherited physical
characteristics such as skin color. Regional differences in anti-Negro prejudice. These generalizations are
normally hastily made. Some economists claim that inequalities, maintained through prejudices, are necessary
for a society to function. Prejudice: Its Social Psychology. However, group living also made us more wary of
outsiders who could potentially harm the group by spreading disease, killing or hurting individuals, or stealing
precious resources. At the time, theorists viewed prejudice as pathological and they thus looked for personality
syndromes linked with racism. Prejudices build as people claim immigrants isolate themselves and do not
blend into their new country, acquire jobs that others native to the country could have obtained, lower wage
levels by working for less money, consume the nation's limited resources, and put a strain on social systems
such as welfare and public schools. In the mids, linguist Tove Skutnabb-Kangas captured this idea of
discrimination based on language as the concept of linguicism. The person feels the need to project his fears
onto an inferior group in order to feel more self-respect. The monkeys were clearly making distinctions based
on group membership. The parents imposed strong discipline, including the use of conditional love the child
was not shown affection unless he behaved as expected. During World War II â€”45 , Nazi Germans became
convinced that ridding society of Jews and others considered genetically or behaviorally undesirable would
improve the German race. Those in leadership roles such as heads of government may gain greater tolerance
among the population for their oppressive government actions and support for discriminatory policies toward
minorities.


