
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE BRITISH AND THE FRENCH IN

COLONISING AMERICA

The French colonization of the Americas began in the 16th century, and continued on into the . At the beginning of the
French and Indian War (â€“ ), the British population in North America outnumbered the French 20 to 1. France.

In , a sixteen-person trading post was established in Tadoussac in present-day Quebec , of which only five
men survived the first winter. The fur trading post of Tadoussac was founded in  This placed the colony at a
great military disadvantage against the British. The Canadiens and the French were helped by numerous
alliances with Native Americans, but they were usually outnumbered on the battlefield. Although religious
beliefs provided the motivation for many settlers, others also saw the colonies as an opportunity to own their
own land, work for themselves or find their fortune. From fish and furs to tobacco and timber, it seemed that
great wealth could be made from securing exclusive mercantile access to these lands, which also traded
closely with the sugar isles of the Caribbean. The most important aspect of this disparity was the technical
superiority of Western armaments, for this superiority enabled the West to impose its will on the much larger
colonial populations. Load Next Page. Samuel de Champlain founded Quebec and explored the Great Lakes.
A final and decisive war began in  This infuriated the Americans who, after having been held back by the
French, now saw themselves stopped by the British in their surge west. During this period, the scope of British
world interests broadened dramatically to cover the South Pacific, the Far East, the South Atlantic, and the
coast of Africa. To induce a controlled population movement, they issued a Royal Proclamation that
prohibited settlement west of the line drawn along the crest of the Alleghenny mountains and to enforce that
meassure they authorized a permanent army of 10, regulars paid for by taxes gathered from the colonies; most
importantly the "Sugar Act" and the "Stamp Act". The expedition then founded the colony of Port-Royal. The
Iroquois Confederacy, which had allied themselves with Britain, fared only slightly better. He set up a
maritime expedition with four ships and emigrants, but it ended in disaster when he failed to find the
Mississippi Delta and was killed in  Champlain and other French travelers then continued to explore North
America, with canoes made from Birch bark , to move quickly through the Great Lakes and their tributaries.
While in preceding centuries colonies, trading posts, and settlements were in the main, except for South
America, located along the coastline or on smaller islands, the expansions of the late 18th century and
especially of the 19th century were distinguished by the spread of the colonizing powers, or of their emigrants,
into the interior of continents. The English leaders set in motion plans to give London more control over the
government of the colonies and these plans were eventually a big part of the colonial resentment towards
British imperial policies that led to the American Revolution. In fact, some of the crucial technical knowledge
used in Europe at that time came originally from Asia. Lawrence River. An attempt to settle convicts on Sable
Island off Nova Scotia in failed after a short time. Nonetheless, there was a convergence of developments in
the early s, which, despite many qualifications, delineates a new stage in European expansionism and
especially in that of the most successful empire builder, Great Britain. The war against the Iroquois continued
even after the Treaty of Rijswijk until , when the two parties agreed on peace. These societies, with their
largely self-sufficient small communities based on subsistence agriculture and home industry, provided poor
markets for the mass-produced goods flowing from the factories of the technologically advancing countries;
nor were the existing social systems flexible enough to introduce and rapidly expand the commercial
agriculture and, later, mineral extraction required to supply the food and raw material needs of the empire
builders. In , Champlain founded a fur post that would become the city of Quebec , which would become the
capital of New France. During the 18th century, however, and at an accelerating pace in the 19th and 20th
centuries, the gap between the technologically advanced countries and technologically backward regions kept
on increasing despite the diffusion of modern technology by the colonial powers. Samuel de Champlain was
taken prisoner and there followed the bankruptcy of the Company of One Hundred Associates. The population
of New France reached subsequently in and in  The latter, it was hoped, would serve the interdependent aims
of widening foreign commerce and controlling ocean shipping routes. Moreover, the war generated substantial
resenment towards the colonists among English leaders, who were not satisfied with the financial and military
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help they had received from the colonists during the war. In April , they arrived at the mouth of the
Mississippi; they planted a cross and a column bearing the arms of the king of France. Prisoners were set free
in Paris in September onwards, under the condition that they marry prostitutes and go with them to Louisiana.
The architect Adrian de Pauger drew the orthogonal plane of the Old Square. Load Previous Page European
expansion since The global expansion of western Europe between the s and the s differed in several important
ways from the expansionism and colonialism of previous centuries.


