
STARTING A PERSONAL STATEMENT WITH A QUOTE

How to begin your Ucas personal statement so admissions tutors sit up and They particularly dislike it if you put a
quotation in right at the start.

By then it may be too late. Be wary of opening your personal statement with a joke You might have thought of
the perfect joke to start your statement with, but does it set the right tone? You need to grab their attention. We
promise! This is because if you are going to include a quote you need to explain it and talk about the source
where you obtained it from. In fact, writing a strong opening sentence is relevant to more than just university
applicants. Picture the scene at a university that you are applying to - the admissions tutor is sitting in his or
her office with a pile of UCAS forms on top of his or her desk, having spent a huge amount the last 3 months
reading personal statements. Just be aware that a quote used merely for the sake of it may not create the
positive impact that the writer may think it will. The risk here is that the busy admissions tutor will simply not
give your statement the time that it deserves. From now cringe-worthy creations of my early youth to
near-professional publications I now create, I have always enjoyed creating creative media using technology.
Most students find that starting a personal statement is the hardest part, but our advice is not to start at the
start. Invest some serious time thinking about what you need to say and how you are going to introduce
yourself and your thoughts to them. And most people would agree that it is usually best to play it safe and
remain conservative. From what I have seen, the greatest obstacle preventing candidates from knowing what
to write in their personal statements is not actually understanding what a personal statement is. And yet I
remember, a good few years ago now, reading a wonderful personal statement from a mature student from the
Caribbean which started with a Bob Marley quote before going on to talk about his ambitions to contribute
positively to his home economy using the knowledge gained from his university education. Reflecting on my
educational experiencesâ€¦ used times 7. The Greatest Obstacle to Writing a Personal Statement I have been
editing, proofreading and critiquing personal statements for medical residency for nearly a decade. What
Candidates Should Write in Their Personal Statements Instead of a Quote One problem we see is that there is
a lot of misleading adviceâ€”and, even worse, examplesâ€”on how to write a personal statement that
encourage the candidate to start with a famous quote. Download now 3. How do I stand out? Most of the time
when students do include a quote they do not explain it and the admissions staff want to know what you think
not what the author of the quote thinks. I have always wanted to pursue a career inâ€¦ used times  I am
applying for this course becauseâ€¦ used 1, times 4. Throughout my life I have always enjoyedâ€¦ used times
6. Break it down The whole personal statement may look like a mammoth task right now, so start off by
breaking it into more manageable chunks. You need to give them reason to read on with a positive
expectation. I have always been interested inâ€¦ used times 5. What a candidate should write instead is simply
his or her own path in his or her own words. The initial quote resonated so nicely with the rest of his personal
statement that it was impossible not to like it.


