
MAHATMA JOTIBA PHULE

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule (11 April â€“ 28 November ), also known as Jotiba Phule was an Indian social activist, thinker,
anti-caste social reformer and .

Satyashodhak Samaj campaigned for the spread of rational thinking and rejected the need for priests. She
worked as a school teacher for girls. As was customary, he was married young, at the age of 13, to a girl of his
own community, chosen by his father. In memorial, he styled himself as Merchant, cultivator and Municipal
Contractor. To implement it, he advocated making primary education compulsory in villages. It was also in
that he read Thomas Paine 's book Rights of Man and developed a keen sense of social justice. Phule
established Satyashodhak Samaj with the ideals of human well-being, happiness, unity, equality, and easy
religious principles and rituals. Phule believed in overthrowing the social system in which man has been
deliberately made dependent on others, illiterate, ignorant and poor, with a view to exploiting him. This was
his strategy for ending exploitation of human beings. The boys were taken under the wing of a florist, who
taught them his trade. The orthodox opponents of Mahatma Phule were furious and they started a vicious
campaign against him. The main objectives of the organization were to liberate the Shudras and Ati Shudras
and to prevent their exploitation by the Brahmins. The terminology was later popularised in the s by the Dalit
Panthers. He also claimed that what he had described in his book was 'not one hundredth part of the rogueries'
that were generally practiced on his 'poor, illiterate and ignorant Shudra brethren. However, a Christian
convert from the same Mali caste as Phule recognised his intelligence and persuaded Phule's father to allow
Phule to attend the local Scottish Mission High School. He is credited with introducing the Marathi word dalit
broken, crushed as a descriptor for those people who were outside the traditional varna system. The
fundamental of humanism can be enhanced through cultivation of thoughts, judicious outlook and scientific
view. To him blind faith eradication formed part of a broad socioeconomic transformation. He was married at
the age of  The terminology was later popularised in the s by the Dalit Panthers. The membership was open to
all and the available evidence proves that some Jews admitted as members. Babasaheb Ambedkar, Rajashri
Shahu Maharaja have done the same. He is most known for his efforts to educate women and the lower castes
as well as the masses. He sees using Rama as a symbol of oppression of Aryan conquest. Occupation Apart
from his role as a social activist, Phule was a businessman too. He saw the subsequent Muslim conquests of
the Indian subcontinent as more of the same sort of thing, being a repressive alien regime, but took heart in the
arrival of the British, whom he considered to be relatively enlightened and not supportive of the
varnashramadharma system instigated and then perpetuated by those previous invaders. Hence at home he
began educating his wife Savitribai and opened girl's school in August  In a memorial addressed to the
Education Commission Popularly known as the Hunter Commission in , he described his activities in the field
of education â€” 'A year after in the institution of the female school I also established as indigenous mixed
school for the lower classes'. They also helped to start the school in their premises. Their proficiency in
growing and arranging became well known and they adopted the name of Phule flower-man in place of Gorhe.
Mahatma Phule opened two more girl's schools during  As no teacher dared to work in a school in which
untouchables were admitted as students, Mahatma Phule asked his wife to teach the girls in his school. Jotiba
was suddenly facing the divide created by the caste system. The reactionaries threatened Mahatma Phule's
father with dire consequences if he did not dissociate himself from his son's activities. He refused to be
unnerved by their malicious propaganda.


