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His correspondence during that period indicates that he was unhappy with a work scheduleâ€”from until [41]
[42] â€”that made it extremely difficult to concentrate on writing, which was assuming increasing importance
to him. He died just short of his 41st birthday in a private room sanatorium outside Vienna. In November the
family moved into a bigger apartment, although Ellie and Valli had married and moved out of the first
apartment. His father, Hermann Kafka â€” , was the fourth child of Jakob Kafka, [7] [8] a shochet or ritual
slaughterer in Osek , a Czech village with a large Jewish population located near Strakonice in southern
Bohemia. Provided proof of this by writing one and a half wretched pages of a new story that I have already
decided to discard. I alienate myself from her a little by inspecting her so closely The job involved
investigating and assessing compensation for personal injury to industrial workers; accidents such as lost
fingers or limbs were commonplace, owing to poor work safety policies at the time. Before the date of the
intended marriage, he took up with yet another woman. The cause of death seemed to be starvation: the
condition of Kafka's throat made eating too painful for him, and since parenteral nutrition had not yet been
developed, there was no way to feed him. Blonde, somewhat straight, unattractive hair, strong chin. His diary
is full of references to Yiddish writers. Visit Website A door closes, and a window opens. Photo: Mary
Cybulski. I have hardly anything in common with myself and should stand very quietly in a corner, content
that I can breathe. His family were German-speaking middle-class Ashkenazi Jews. According to Rothkirchen,
"This situation lent their writings a broad cosmopolitan outlook and a quality of exaltation bordering on
transcendental metaphysical contemplation. He felt comfortable there and later described this time as perhaps
the best period of his life, probably because he had no responsibilities. Brod had urged the publisher to rush
the volume into print. Bony, empty face that wore its emptiness openly. His letters to her were later published
as Briefe an Milena. He agreed against the advice of his lawyers to allow Finkel to interview him, and the two
men began a communication that encompassed weekly phone calls, voluminous letter writing, and a few
prison meetings. It was as though even in self-renunciation Kafka was beset by indecision. On 15 July , he
resigned. Even in life, there seemed to have been something posthumous about him. Franz Brod could not
summon much surprise at this instruction. Kafka illuminated the borderline's general confusion of normal and
healthy desires, wishes, and needs with something ugly and disdainful. If over the course of time you could
give us, in addition to collections of short prose pieces, a longer, extended story or a novelâ€”since I know
from you and from Max Brod how many manuscripts of this kind are nearly finished or even completedâ€”we
would be especially grateful. Consequently, Kafka's childhood was somewhat lonely, [17] and the children
were reared largely by a series of governesses and servants. The reports were well received by his superiors.
Doctor Manfred M. So long as I lived in this book, in working at it, he was not dead, he still lived with me. He
went to Dr. He had several girlfriends and lovers across his life. His Jewish education ended with his Bar
Mitzvah celebration at the age of  Almost broken nose. According to Brod, Kafka was "tortured" by sexual
desire [58] and Kafka's biographer Reiner Stach states that his life was full of "incessant womanising" and that
he was filled with a fear of "sexual failure". Fichter of the Psychiatric Clinic, University of Munich , presented
"evidence for the hypothesis that the writer Franz Kafka had suffered from an atypical anorexia nervosa ", []
and that Kafka was not just lonely and depressed but also "occasionally suicidal". Bergman refused to host
Kafka because he had young children and was afraid that Kafka would infect them with tuberculosis. It was
especially true of factories fitted with machine lathes , drills , planing machines and rotary saws , which were
rarely fitted with safety guards. From the notes in these books, Kafka extracted numbered pieces of text on
Zettel, single pieces of paper in no given order. Bare throat. But he does admit in True Story that "I'd lied
many times: to bolster my credentials, to elicit sympathy, to make myself appear less ordinary.


